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eration is interdisciplinary, which creates a potential problem for soci-
eties that are exclusively disciplinary in their orientation. There is now
some movement, however, toward international cooperation be-
tween professional societies. One participant suggested that the inter-
national activities of professional societies could be classified in four
functional areas: pageantry, fraternity, vocational enhancement, and
charity.

Pageantry involves such activities as periodic international meet-
ings of society presidents. In terms of fraternity, societies may send
delegates to the meetings of sister societies in other countries, and they
may sponsor very specialized exchanges and publish notices in each
other's journals. Vocational enhancement is carried out through im-
portant topical issues in international conferences. The charitable
function is undertaken through the contribution without compensa-
tion of time and talent in educational activities and participation in
international committee meetings, etc.

The American Association for the Advancement of Science
(AAAS) maintains a consortium of affiliates for international pro-
grams which is composed of approximately 70 scientific and engineer-
ing societies. Similar linkages exist for engineering, including the
World Federation of Engineering Organizations, and, in the western
hemisphere, the Pan-American Organization of Engineering Societies.
On the other hand, it was also mentioned that there is sometimes a
difficulty in establishing international programs where an appropriate
counterpart society does not exist in other countries.